The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 a.m., Sunday, October 4, 2026

The Episcopal Church of the Advent
Kennett Square

Welcome to the Church of the Advent! If you are a guest with us this
morning, please know we are honored by your presence! We invite you to complete
a guest card, which will allow us to remain in contact with you and provide you
with additional information. You may place your completed card in the offering
plate, or you may give it to our priest as you are leaving. On our website
(www.adventks.org), you will find an up-to-date calendar of all church ministries
and activities, and you may sign up to receive our weekly email. If you are
interested in learning more about the Church of the Advent, the Episcopal Church,
or the Christian faith, please contact our priests at (610) 444-4624 or
rector@adventks.org (Rev. Tim) or emma@adventks.org (Rev. Emma). Again,
welcome!

Our Parish Vision:
To build and nurture a community where all people may encounter God as
revealed to us in Jesus Christ and learn to live as his followers in the world.

Our Parish Mission:
We seek to grow as disciples of Christ —
in community, prayer, learning, and service.

Our Parish Prayer:
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray, as you will, and always to your glory
and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

(from the Book of Common Prayer)



Elementary Sunday School for students age 4 to 11 continues today at 9:45 am.
Jr/Sr High Sunday School continues today at 9:45 am in the St. Jude Room.

Adult Formation — At 9:45 am today, Rebecca Rollison will lead an adult forum in the
Parish Hall on resources for deepening your faith entitled, “Discipleship at Home: Pray
Without Ceasing — But How?” Next week, our six-week series on the Holy Spirit begins in
the St. Nicholas Room.

Readings for Next Week (October 11) Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14

Midweek Eucharist: 8 am, each Wednesday, in the Chapel.

Our liturgy this morning is taken from Enriching Our Worship,
an authorized supplement to the Prayer Book.

‘WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE Reverie Sandra Eithun
Advent Bell Choir
OPENING HYMN The Church’s One Foundation

#525, vs. 1,2,&5 in the Hymnal 1982 (blue hymnal)

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear
than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve:
Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.




WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
THE FIRST LESSON: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Then God spoke all these words:
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do
all your work.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at
a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let
God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do
not sin.”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,



4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the LORD are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LorD, my strength and my redeemer.



THE SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal,
a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

(Please stand for the sequence hymn and the reading of the Gospel.)

SEQUENCE HYMN Blessed Assurance
#184, v. 1-2 in Lift Every Voice and Sing (red & black hymnal)

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They
will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to



themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls

on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it
falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN Blessed Assurance
#184, v. 3 in Lift Every Voice and Sing (red & black hymnal)

HOMILY

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

The NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand



of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Please kneel or remain seated for the prayers.)
The response is “Gracious God, hear us, we pray.”

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant 1In silence, let us confess our sins before God.
Silence is observed.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each
other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.
Amen.

WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY When Morning Gilds the Skies arr. Lloyd Larson
Advent Bell Choir
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Scan this QR code if you would like to make a gift electronically.



Scan this QR code if you would like to submit your 2027 pledge.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS (Please stand as you are able.)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Praise him all creatures here below.

Praise him above ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. (vs. 3 of hymn #380)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times in all places...

...we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sing 3 times in English.
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(Please remain standing, kneel, or sit for the remainder of the prayer.)

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent...

...your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Celebrant and People:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us...
...Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those who
hallowed be thy Name, trespass against us.
thy kingdom come, Lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom, and
Give us this day our daily bread. the power, and the glory for
And forgive us our trespasses, ever and ever. Amen.
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us, Prince of Peace.
Bread of Life.
Words and Music by Dean Olawski, alt., 1984 Word Inc., Distributed by OCP. All rights reserved.
COMMUNION ANTHEM Now the Silence

#133 in the Hymnal 1982 (blue hymnal)

PoST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please stand as you are able.)
Celebrant Let us pray

Celebrant and People

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body
and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen
life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

WE RETURN TO THE WORLD

BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory
#594 in the Hymnal 1982 (blue hymnal)

DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Fugue in C “Fanfare” J.S. Bach



Our liturgy is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 1979, the Book of Occasional Services
2022, and Enriching Our Worship 1997, as used in the Episcopal Church in the United States.
Reprinted/livestreamed with permission; all rights reserved. Permission to reprint, podcast,
and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-732383.

All rights reserved.

The Sanctuary Candle is sponsored this week by
Desiree Cooper in honor of Heather and Sean Cooper.

WORSHIP SUPPORT

Lector: Barbara Thornton
Eucharistic Minister: Deb Peterson
Director of Music: Wilson G. Somers
Handbell Choir Director: Leon Spencer
The Advent Altar Guild

Pastoral Emergencies — If you have a pastoral emergency requiring the
assistance of a priest, please contact the church office during office hours.
Outside of office hours, please contact the Rev. Tim Johnson directly at 484-
730-1988.
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